Christian Snares and Traps

Text: Judges 2:4-5 And it came to pass, when the angel of the LORD spake these words unto all the children
of Israel, that the people lifted up their voice, and wept. And they called the name of that place Bochim:
and they sacrificed there unto the LORD.

I Thessalonians 5:19 Quench not the Spirit.
Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.

II John 1:8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive
a full reward. (DEFN. WROUGHT: worked or beaten into shape, created,
NIV II John 1:8 Watch out that you do not lose what we have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully.
Introduction: Last week we spoke on “The BOCHIM (boh-KEEM) TRAP”! As [ stated last week, many
HAVE NEVER HEARD of this TRAP! What is it? Why is it relevant to modern-day Christians?

CHRISTIAN LESSONS FROM BOCHIM IS WHAT I WANT TO LOOK AT IN THIS SERMON!

I. A QUICK REFRESHER FROM LAST WEEK: What was Bochim? A4 place in Israel - Bochim is
mentioned exclusively in the Book of Judges (please note OUR TEXT) It is the location where the Angel
of the Lord rebuked the Israelites for failing to fully obey God’s command to drive out the Canaanites and
for making covenants with them. In response to this divine rebuke, the Israelites wept bitterly and offered
sacrifices, which is why the place was named Bochim, “the place of weepers”. (ref.: BING Al)

Israel was confronted about their “LACK OF PROGRESS” in possessing the Promised Land.

Land Promised by God to Abraham:

Genesis 15:18-21 — PLEASE READ IN YOUR OWN PRIVATE TIME!
1. the river of Egypt (Nile River) to the Euphrates River — the distance from the Nile River to Euphrates
River is 932 miles (approx.) (vef.: GOOGLE Al) (equal to the miles from Memphis to Brownsville, TX)
2. the land occupied by 10 kingdoms.
3. Total area of land = 300,000 square miles (ref.. GOOGLE Al) or 1.1 times bigger than TX! or (TX
plus South Carolina)

Actual Land Possessed in Joshua’s Day: 8,500 to 12,000 square miles (ref.: GOOGLE Al) or a little
smaller than the size of the State of Maryland (Maryland’s size = 12,407 mi’)

Maryland is equal to 4.14% of 300,000 mi’ (size of God's promised land to Abraham)

EVERYDAY COMPARISION OF 4% USAGE = ONLY USING 40 ACRES OF A 1000 ACRE FARM!
= ONLY USING A UTILITY ROOM (80 FT*) IN A 2000 FT° HOUSE!

II. Lessons from Bochim for Today’s Christian:

(1). Lesson 1 - Bochim is an SMALL ILLUSTRATION of the JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST.
II Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may
receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad

I Corinthians 3:10-15 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder,
I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth
thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man
build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work shall
be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try
every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall
receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved;
yet so as by fire.




(2). Lesson 2 - All Israelites did not fail to claim and conquer their portion of the Promise Land.
+ God always exempts the innocent! Bible Example: Rev. 3:4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis
which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.

< JOSHUA remained FAITHFUL —**STRICKEN with AGE - Joshua 13:1,7 Now Joshua was old
and stricken in years; and the LORD said unto him, Thou art old and stricken in years, and there
remaineth yet very much land to be possessed. (7) Now therefore divide this land for an inheritance
unto the nine tribes, and the half tribe of Manasseh,

Joshua 23:14 And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth...

Joshua 24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve;
whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

+» CALEB remained Faithful — Joshua 14:9-13 And Moses sware on that day, saying, Surely the
land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine inheritance, and thy children's forever, because thou
hast wholly followed the LORD my God. And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me alive, as he said,
these forty and five years, even since the LORD spake this word unto Moses, while the children of
Israel wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old. As yet | am
as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my
strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in. Now therefore give me this mountain... Hebron
therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this day, because
that he wholly followed the LORD God of Israel.

(3). Lesson 3 — Expanding and Moving Forward is God’s Plan for every Christian.
o God’s Plan for Israel was the size of TEXAS and SOUTH CAROLINA combined.
o Israel’s BOUNDARY of FAILURE was the size of MARYLAND (4.14% of God’s Plan).
o What is our Current Progress (in God’s EYES)? Hopefully, close to Texas/South Carolina
spiritual border? or, at least, FAR MORE PROGRESS than the spiritual area of MARYLAND!

II Peter 2:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 3:17-19 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded
in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and
height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the
fulness of God.

(4). Lesson 4 — Although they FAILED, THE ISRAELITES WERE STILL GOD’S PEOPLE.
THEY WERE NOT TOTALLY FORSAKEN BY GOD!

Judges 2:7 And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that
outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the LORD, that he did for Israel.

Exodus 34:6-7 (GOD REVEALS HIMSELF TO MOSES) And the LORD passed by before him, and
proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and
that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon
the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.

(5). Lesson 5 — Failure to FULLY FULFILL GOD’S PLAN will be COSTLY for us in the End.
II John 1:8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we
receive a full reward.

I Corinthians 3:12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
hay, stubble




Wood, Hay, Stubble are not things we want on our record on Judgement Day!

Wood, Hay, Stubble will be burnt up in the fire at the Judgement Seat of Christ!

Wood, Hay, Stubble are, actually, hidden traps that cost us valuable portions of our inheritance!
Modern-day Bochim Traps or QUICKSAND PITS or SPIRITUAL HINDERANCES. WHATEVER
YOU CALL THEM, they are just as dangerous. They are EXCLUSIVELY, Christian Traps. Many
Christians of the past were snared! Many modern Christians are in imminent danger of falling victim to
them on their earthly journey toward heaven!

III. LET’S LOOK AT SOME MODERN TRAPS/SNARES CHRISTIANS SHOULD AVOID IN
SEEKING TO PLEASE GOD:

Judges 2:3 (THE ANGEL WARNED ISRAEL) ...but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods
shall be a SNARE unto you.

**% 15t Let’s Look at God’s Warning to us: ! Quench not the Spirit. (I Thessalonians 5:19)
? Grieve not the holy Spirit of God, (Ephesians 4:30) ° Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things
which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward (Il John 1:8)

(1). Apathy toward God! - SPIRITUAL DRIFTING - A half-hearted pursuit of God’s Will for our Life!

DEFN of APATHY: a state of indifference, resulting in a distinct lack of passion, interest, or concern for
one's surroundings, social situation, or personal goals. An apathetic individual simply, “doesn t care” and
often lacks motivation to initiate tasks or engage in emotional response.

Matthew 22:37-38 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment.

(Franklin Graham - CBN dated 7/10/2026): “the devil is wanting to trap every believer, every Christian,
and if he can just get them into APATHY, where they just don 't care, then he wins”.
Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God...

(2). Christian Compromises! EVERYBODY IS DOING IT SO IT MUST BE OK? FOLLOWING CHRIST
WITHOUT COMMITTING TO A CHURCH — WITHOUT SEPARATING FROM THE FALLEN WORLD —
WITHOUT THE PURSUIT OF DISCIPLESHIP — FOLLOWING ANOTHER GOSPEL!

Judges 2:2-3 And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down their
altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this? Wherefore I also said, I will not drive
them out from before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you.

I Peter 2:11&16 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which
war against the soul; (16) As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the
servants of God.

NIV -1 Peter 2:16 Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil, live as God s slaves.
NLT -1 Peter 2:16 For you are free, yet you are God’s slaves, so don’t use your freedom as an excuse to do evil.

Galatians 1:8-9 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach
any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.

Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God...

(3). Following the Permissive Will of God vs God’s Divine Will! _Resisting God’s PLAN

THE ENTANGLEMENT OF OTHER THINGS -- Human Pursuits that lead us from the path of God!
Matthew 13:22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of
this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.
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II Timothy 2:4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him
who hath chosen him to be a soldier.

CARNAL CHRISTIAN is a term seldom used today but it still a term that describes a lot of Christians!
Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God...

(4). Substituting the Moving of the Holy Spirit with Professionalism & Polished Gimmicks!
REPLACING the Holy Spirit with PROGRAMS & ENTERTAINMENT! REPLACING THE HOLY
SPIRIT WITH MANMADE CHOREOGRAPHIED MOVEMENT VS. DIVINE MOVEMENT!

Was this a practice in the Early Days of the New Testament Church? NO - It is modern Trap of Man!

Psalms 46:10 Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in
the earth.

Why is this not GOOD? The Presence of God and the Gifts of the Spirit are becoming quenched by
professional entertainment - God’s People are being robbed by substituting God’s Presence in_our

worship!

A PROFESSIONAL — CHOREOGRAPHED ENTERTAINMENT HOUR IS NOT ADEQUATE TO
REPLACE THE ATMOSPHERE OF TRUE WORSHIP! 1Thessalonians 5:19 Quench not the Spirit.

(5). Toning Down the Power of the Gospel by the Teaching of Men!

Today’s Denominational Teachings of MEN Creates a “Spiritual Glass Ceiling”!

Example 1: The Teaching on Holy Spirit Infilling — Holy Spirit Baptism _after Salvation or at Salvation
o In over 40 years of ministry, I read and heard all of the arguments both ways on the subject. I studied
it thoroughly and conclude that the Holy Spirit Baptism is a 2" work of grace after salvation. This is
based upon Acts 8:14-17, Acts 19:1-6, & Acts 1:8.

WHERE IS THE BIBLE VERSE THAT SAYS GOD CHANGED THE BAPTISM TO ANOTHER WAY?

o Those who teach otherwise generally point to: Ephesians 1:13-14 In whom ye also trusted, after that
ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of
the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

o My personal explanation to EPHESIANS 1:13-14 is: THESE ARE THE SAME FOLLOWERS OF
CHRIST PAUL ADDRESSED PREVIOUSLY IN EPHESIANS (see ACTS 19:1-6). They had already
received the baptism in the Holy Spirit during their encounter with the Apostle Paul earlier!

No place in the new testament do [ find that the Baptism in the Holy Spirit was only temporary or it
stopped when the last apostle died! Without a scriptural foundation, we must not accept the teaching
of men!

Regardless of whether you agree with me or not on the subject, please agree that HOWEVER
YOU RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE HOLY SPIRIT IS REAL TODAY and the GIFTS of
the Holy Spirit are available to work in the church! /fnot, yvou have become bogged down under the
teachings of men. If not, the door is closed to the working of the Holy Spirit in your life...

I Thessalonians 5:19 Quench not the Spirit.

Example 2: The Working of the Holy Spirit within the Church of Today:
o Where in SCRIPTURE (please give chapter and verse) do you find God has quit working
miracles? Has God lost some of His Great Power? Has God suddenly become WEAKER than He
was in the Bible Days? 1Is God’s power limited only to heaven but not to earth? NO, NO!
THIS IS THE TEACHING OF MAN AND LACKS A SCRIPTURAL FOUNDATION!!!
If He ever worked miracles (scripture clearly shows that He did in the past)) HE CAN STILL
WORK MIRACLES TODAY! To believe otherwise, please be reminded to, Quench not the Spirit!




o Much of the ERROREQUS TEACHING OF MAN as Doctrine in the Denominational Churches of
TODAY is (almost exclusively) based upon the following Scripture:

I Corinthians 13: 8-12 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether
there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in
part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall
be done away. When [ was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but
when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see through a glass, darkly,; but then
face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.

These Scriptures are taken out of context by Denominational Leaders & Teacher!
I Corinthians 13 teaches about God’s Love, NOT the arrival of SPIRITUAL PERFECTION!

If you believe that I Corinthians 13 is a foundation to teach that the Holy Spirit no longer works in
the church today:

1. Please provide chapter & verse where tongues ceased.: scripture cannot be found!

2. Please provide chapter & verse where knowledge vanished away: scripture cannot be found!

3. Please provide chapter & verse where prophecies have failed: scripture cannot be found!

4. Please provide chapter & verse where we NO LONGER SEE DARKLY: scripture cannot be found!
5. Please provide chapter & verse where WE SEE FACE TO FACE: scripture cannot be found!

6. Please provide where that which is perfect is identified as the BIBLE: scripture cannot be found!

Closing the door to the Holy Spirit robs you of His power to work in your life and the life of others!

The absence of the Holy Spirit working in the believer’s life in the fulness of scripture may get one to
heaven but it will ROB THE BELEIVER OF A VAST SPIRITUAL AREA of VICTORY (like spiritually
living in Maryland instead of God’s Promise of the area of Texas & South Carolina)!

In Fact, scripture teaches the believer in I Corinthians 14:39 to:
o covet to prophesy
o forbid not to speak with tongues
I Corinthians 14:1 ...desire spiritual gifts
I Corinthians 14:18 (4postle Paul) ... I thank my God; I speak with tongues more than ye all:
I Thessalonia 5:19... Quench not the Spirit.

(6). Lesson 6 — CLOSING - They could have had MUCH, MUCH, MORE!

They had Maryland (which was far better than living as slaves in Egypt) - BUT THEY COULD HAVE
HAD TEXAS AND MORE!

God’s Plan for them was to expand their border to places far beyond where they currently dwelled!
***WHY DO WE NEED TO STAY AWAY FROM MODERN-DAY CHRISTIAN TRAPS?

JUDGEMENT DAY WILL REVEAL ALL THINGS. WE WILL SEE ALL THE AREAS WE BOGGED
DOWN IN OUR JOURNEY. WE WILL SEE ALL THE TRAPS AND SNARES THAT WERE IN OUR
PATH! YET, ON THAT DAY, IT WILL BE TOO LATE TO ALTER OR CHANGE A THING.

WE MUST CAREFULLY CHOOSE OUR PATH TODAY, WHILE THE CHOICE IS STILL OURS TO
MAKE!

Will God be displeased with us as the Angel was displeased with Israel for their lack of progress in Bochim?

We may make it to heaven but will we RECEIVE A FULL REWARD?



